
THE BOOK COLLECTION BY DANIEL HERMANN,  

A POET, A DIPLOMAT AND A CIVIL SERVANT, AS A SOURCE  

FOR BIOGRAPHY AND CULTURE STUDIES 

 

Aija Taimiņa 
 

Academic Library of the University of Latvia, Riga 

 

aija.taimina@lu.lv 

 

The literary heritage of the Prussian poet Daniel Hermann (1543–1601) holds a 

rightful place in the tradition of Neo-Latin literature of East Europe of the 16th 

century, especially in the German-speaking countries. His poem about inclusions 

in amber is also well known (1583). Recently, there has been a rising tide of 

interest in his works in Germany (Marburg), Poland (Gdansk), Sweden (Lund), 

Russia (Kaliningrad), and Latvia (Riga). 

The last 20 years of his life so full of journeys, adventures, impressions and 

encounters are connected with Riga. It was in Riga that he got married for love, 

was buried, and his poetic heritage was published posthumously. The book 

Poemata (1614–1615), which came out at the printing-house of Riga's first printer 

N. Mollin, is considered to be the most complete collection of Latin poems by 

Hermann. Riga town library (at present – the Academic Library of the University 

of Latvia, ALUL) was handed over his personal book collection in the 17th 

century. 

The book world was of special value for every humanitarian; the passion for 

books, for reading, for communication by virtue of words became a necessity, a 

characteristic feature of the multicultural intellectual elite of the late Renaissance. 

Hermann's personal library has constantly excited interest among researchers 

beginning from the late 19th century. A particular value of the collection in both 

cultural and historical respect and in terms of bibliology was emphasized by the 

outstanding researchers (Nikolaus Bush (1926), Ojars Zanders (2011), Claus 

Garber (2007)). However, until recently it has been extremely hard to assess the 

composition and the size of the library due to the lack of a catalogue of books.  

Only thanks to the provenance Ex Bibliotheca Danielis Hermanni Nidb. Boruss. 

and numerous donative dedications in Latin, typical of Hermann's personal books, 

and also owing to paleographical studies it became possible to partially 

reconstruct his scattered library that was damaged during World War II. It was 

established that Volume 31 (in the collection of ALUL-29, and in NLL-2) has a 

provenance connected with Hermann's collection; the list also includes 

information about 11 Hermann's books that have not preserved until the present. 
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Also, there were found previously unknown archive documents and rare printed 

sources regarding his activities in Livonia as an inspector and a secretary during 

the Polish government. 

Hermann's library contained especially valuable editions, printed by famous 

printers in Basel (Oporin), Paris (R. Estienne), and Venice (Aldus Manutius) in 

the period from 1495 until 1586. 

Hermann's books are chiefly witnesses and participants of his peregrinatio 

academica: for 14 years (1558–1672) he attended a number of universities 

(Koenigsberg, Strasbourg, Basel, Heidelberg, Ingolstadt, and Wittenberg) where 

he studied Latin and Greek literature, poetics, theology, and law. He received 

books in Greek and in Latin with presentation inscriptions on front pages from 

both his student friends, and from professors. Of great significance for Hermann 

was the time spent in Strasbourg (1558, 1567), his studies at the gymnasium, his 

personal acquaintance with rector Johannes Sturm and prominent teachers of the 

gymnasium (Philipp Melanchton, J. Leunclavius). Hermann treasured both the 

books with warm dedications, and the entries of those days in the recordative 

album (now kept in Lund).  

Hermann's book collection was added to later as well – during his service at court 

of Rudolf II in Prague and Vienna. One can imagine that a coffer with books also 

accompanied him during Stefan Batory's military campaigns to Moscovia, when 

Hermann as a representative of Danzig, as a scrivener and one of the King's 

secretaries stayed at siege camps at Polotsk and Sokol (1579, 1580). Both 

Hermann's poetic works and entries in the recordative album testify to his 

participation in the Livonian War.  

It seems that among his books the humanist literary man found a true sense of 

peace; books also surrounded him in those days when in one of them Hermann 

wrote the lines full of resignation Je lenger, je lieber ich bin alein, den trew und 

wahrheit ist worden klein (the longer, the more lonely I am, the loyalty and truth 

have become nothing). In this case, the final phrase from his epitaph written by 

himself is clear (earlier was in Riga Cathedral) Nec mihi vita brevis, nec mihi 

longa suit (life is neither short nor long to me). 

 


